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%en you smile, your whole being

Since embarking on Her path of love and com-

passion for humanity, Supreme Master Ching

Hai has awakened many people to seek the Truth

in the spiritual world, and countless numbers

have benefited from the Quan Yin Method She

teaches. Moreover, in sharing the happiness derived

from Her enlightenment with other sentient beings,

She has touched hearts around the globe.

As a spiritual teacher, Supreme Master Ching

Hai uses Her great sense of humor as a way to




help Her disciples become enlightened. And at the same
time, they are pleasantly surprised that She is not merely a
stoical Saint but also a tremendous storyteller and jokester.
While telling jokes and evoking laughter, Master opens the
door of wisdom without leaving a trace.

So now enjoy the following pages by reading, learning
and most of all laughing, as Master Tells Jokes. When you
laugh and are amazed by a Saint’s profound wit, we
hope you will also appreciate a living Master’s boundless

compassion and love for humanity.
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The Supreme Master Ching Hai’s Enlightening Humor

A Little Message

In speaking of God, or the Supreme Spirit, Master instructs us to use original
non-sexist terms to avoid the argument about whether God is a She or a He.
She + He = Hes (as in Bless)

Her + Him = Hirm (as in Firm)

Hers + His = Hiers (as in Dear)

Example: When God wants, Hes makes things happen according to Hiers will

to suit Hirmself.



As a creator of artistic designs as well as a spiritual teacher, Supreme
Master Ching Hai loves all expressions of inner beauty. It is for this reason
that She refers to Vietnam as "Au Lac” and Taiwan as "Formosa.” Au Lac
is the ancient name of Vietnam and means "happiness.” And the name
Formosa reflects more completely the beauty of the island and its people.
Master feels that using these names brings spiritual elevation and good
luck to the land and its inhabitant.
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Master Tells Jokes in English
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Master Tells Jokes in English
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Getting to Heaven Is Serious Business!

forbid Saint Peter is supposed to be very serious. He has the key to Heaven,
[fa“‘bld] . . . « . ”
) you see. At one point in time, God forbade any “unserious” person to go to
mess Heaven because they always came and were very undisciplined, lying
[mes] around everywhere, drinking, making a mess, not cleaning their garbage,
R . . . .
and all that. So God forbade this and said, “Only serious believers can go to
inger:ngdi(latg Heaven! The unserious persons have to go to the intermediate state, stay in
,ita- midi
rRSHY hell, or stay in the human realm. We have had enough with casual laughing,

’”

loud noise, and garbage everywhere. It can’t be like that
Saint Peter knew this, and he took the order very seriously, checking so
that anyone unserious could not come into Heaven. There was one woman

who had always been a good joker in her life. She had never taken things

——

seriously, and she laughed all the time. But when she died and wanted to go

to Heaven, Saint Peter said to her, “No, you can’t. Lately, God has had

16 . 17 Getting to Heaven Is Serious Business! _E X % & 1% 4%
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The Supreme Master Ching Hai’s Enlightening Humor

enough with laughter and the unseriousness of human
beings. Hes forbids any unserious person to come up
to Heaven. So, sorry.”
The woman was very sad and said, “Oh please,
won’t you give me a chance? I promise I'll never tell
any jokes in Heaven. I'll be very serious. I'll never
show my teeth again. I'll never show a tooth.”

And St. Peter said, “I can’t believe you people!
You’re always cracking jokes. How can you be serious?”
The woman said, “Please, please, won’t you believe me?
I'll never say anything any more, never, ever!”

So St. Peter felt very sorry for the woman. She was

very sincere, and she hadn’t done anything bad in her

life. She had always gone to church and given to

18 . 19 Getting to Heaven Is Serious Business! _t & ¥ #9454
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The Supreme Master Ching Hai’s Enlightening Humor

\
|

charity and done everything that the church demanded. So she was actually
a very holy person. St. Peter said, “Yes, I've looked at your record. You're
all right, except that you laugh too loud all the time. But if you promise to
be serious, I'll talk to God about it first.”

So he went back and reported to “the Boss” up there. And God said,
“If she’s that good and she promises not to laugh again at random, all right,
give her a chance. But you have to give her a test first, to see whether she’s
truly serious. Let her cross the one-thousand-mile bridge. If, during the
crossing of this very narrow bridge, the razor’s edge bridge, she doesn’t
laugh and she doesn’t tell any jokes at all, then she can go to Heaven.
Otherwise, the bridge will break and she’ll fall down.”

So they crossed the bridge together. Then suddenly, the woman started
to tell a joke, out of habit and St. Peter said, "Don’t joke! And don’t
laugh.”She said, “All right, I forgot. I won't talk; I won’t laugh.” But then,
as they walked on, suddenly the bridge broke. Do you know why? St. Peter
laughed. He heard the joke, and he couldn’t help it. He laughed.

20 . 21 Getting to Heaven Is Serious Business! X % #54& 1+
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An Eye for an Eye
suitcase Nutcase No. 3 had a daughter who had just wed his best friend’s son,
[‘sut,kes]
eSS Idiot No. 1. But one day, the daughter took her suitcase and ran home,
scold crying all the way. So Nutcase No. 3 asked the daughter, “What’s wrong?
[skold] What's wrong with you? Why did you come home?” The daughter said,
5E
“He always goes out very late. I told him to stop, and he hit me!” So
[sslieag Nutcase No.3 heard what the daughter
B said, but didn’t say anything. He
lousy went straight to her and slapped
[;;15?9] her in the face. The daughter cried

E even harder “Oh! How come you

i also hit me?” And her father said,
“Now go home and tell your lousy
husband that if he hits my daughter,
I'll hit his wife!”

22 .23 AnEyeforanEye WA Fi#F
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When You Know, You Know

There was a man who, because he saw that Master Ching Hai always
went around and lectured, wanted to lecture also. So the first day he came
to the lecture hall, about a hundred people were gathered there and he said,
“Well, since you've wasted your time to come here, do you know the subject
that we’re going to talk about?” The audience said, “No, we don't know.”
So he said, “Since you don’t know, come back here tomorrow, and I'll tell you.”

The next day everyone came, and he asked the same question again.
Some people got angry and said, “We know.” And so he said, “Well, if
you already know, it’s no good staying here, so I'll see you tomorrow.”
Then on the third day, he came back again. A few people gathered again,
and he asked the same question. So the audience got mad and divided
into two sections. One said, “We know.” The other section said that they
didn’t know what he was going to talk about. So he said, “All right, in

that case, the ones who know should tell the ones who don’t know.”

When You Know, You Know %n R %n 18
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Are You Serious?

queue There was a man who took his wife to see the movies on a Sunday. It
[kju] T .
HER% was very crowded, and everyone was waiting in line to buy tickets. So he
sweat and his wife were also in line, waiting. Suddenly, someone punched him
[swet] from behind. He was very angry already, and his nerves were on edge. So
iy
he said, “Are you serious, man?!”
e[zl(%e] The man who stood behind him was an ex-world champion boxer.
B He looked at him and said, “Yes, I'm serious. So what?”
serious The married man was small and skinny. He looked back, really
[_;Iggg] looked at him now, studying the boxer. And he saw arm muscles that
were bigger than his whole body put together. So he just kind of smiled
champion e ) ; . »
[ tfempron] and said, “It’s all right; I hate people who aren’t serious.
&
muscle
['masl]
AE

26. 27 Are You Serious? 1R A&ILE Y ?
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“.\“k and&e
¥ <

villa N < After a person died, he went to a beautiful

[‘;u;hlgé place. The man at the gate looked at his ID card
delicacy and then took him to a very beautiful villa with
['delokos] lakes, flowers and everything surrounding it: a big
B garden, birds singing, dogs barking and ducks

H}tirtgi[;(glnﬂ quacking. Everything was perfect.

B2 After a while, someone else took him to another

place so that he could have more enjoyment
with delicacies like cakes, candies, blessed food,
and all the beautiful international cooking
for him to sample. After that, they took

him out to a nightclub, so that he could

see the dancing or dance himself.

28 .29 Eat, Drink and Be Merry e~z BITLE 693
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itchy Then they took him to another place for just enjoyment:
It
,L\‘\@%[%jag listening to music, watching theater, and things like that. Many
attendant days went by and it went on and on like this - always eating,
[ tendont] sleeping, making merry and nothing else.

58 ~ BEit
" So the man began to feel a little bit “itchy.” He said, “Can

you give me some work to do? I’d like to do something.”

The attendant was very sad and said, “I'm sorry. We have
no work for you here. With this, I cannot help you.”

So the man said, “My God! If T have nothing to do, this
could be like being in hell.”

And the attendant said, “Where do you think you are now? ”

30 .31 Eat, Drink and Be Merry % "B 304 8937 %
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TEEAIA
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It Takes 7; Wy,

This is a true story about an acquaintance. When we met a few years
ago, he told me that he was not married, and I said, “Why not?”

He said, “Well, I haven’t had time yet.” He was very busy and so on.
So I said, “OK, so when it’s the time, then will you marry?”

He said, “Yes, of course, I would like very much to get married.

I have someone in mind already that I want to marry.”

I asked him, “What’s the reason you want to get married?”

He told me, “Well, it’s a very sad life to be a bachelor.”

For example, when he would have a glass of juice or something in the
morning, then hurry to go to work, he would put the glass on the table
without cleaning or putting it away. Then after he had worked all day

long, he would come back in the evening and the glass was still there.

It Takes Two % % &, %t
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The Supreme Master Ching Hai’s Enlightening Humor

untidy No one had moved it away or tidied up for him. So he felt like it was
“tard . . .
[QHT\%% pretty untidy, cold and unwelcoming. He would therefore like to get
) married; it would be better.
congratulation
[kon,graetfo'lefon] After some time, I heard that he was married.
P

IN=

So I said, “Oh, good! Congratulations! Now you’re married.”

He said, “Yes.”

I said, “Well, I wish you all the best luck in the world. I still remember
the story you told me about the empty glass that you put on the table
in the morning after breakfast and it was still there after you got back
from work in the evening. So what happened now to the glass story?
Did it change? ”

He said, “Oh, yes, it changed. Now there are two glasses on the table

when I come back.”

34 .35 ItTakesTwo &%
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Looking in the Light

A person lost a note and was searching for it outside
under the street lamp. So a neighbor came along and
asked, “What are you doing?” And the person said, “I'm
searching for my note.” So the neighbor joined him and
tried to help him find the note, out of sympathy. Both of
them kept searching and searching all over the place under
the lamp. But they found nothing.

Finally the neighbor asked the friend, “Since we
couldn’t find it here, where did you last have it?” The
friend said, “I lost it in the house.” So the neighbor asked
him, “Then why did you go out and search under the lamp
on the street here?” And the friend said, “Well, because

there’s a lamp here. In the house it’s too dark.”

36 .37 Lookingin the Light ¥ # st [ ]
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The Supreme Master Ching Hai’s Enlightening Humor

A Lucky Dog

There was a couple whose dog had died, so they buried it in the dog
cemetery and then went home. Neither of them said anything. But after
a while, the husband put his arm around the wife’s shoulder and said,
“I'm sorry darling. I know I wasn’t very good to the dog, but now that it
has died, I feel kind of sorry. If you really feel very bad about it, I'll
consider getting another dog for you. But to be honest with you, I don’t
love dogs. If it hadn’t been for my love for you, I wouldn’t have had that
dog for one second.”

Then the wife turned around and looked at the husband and said,
“What? I thought it was your dog!”

When they moved into their new house, the dog moved in too, on
the day of their marriage. Both of them thought that the dog belonged

to the other. So that was a lucky dog!

38 -39 ALucky Dog £iE&9%
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